
History(HKDSE curriculum)

(March 2023) 



Curriculum 課程
The 20th century World: - Europe & Asia

 Theme A : Modernization and Transformation 

in the 20th Century Asia (F.5-6) 

 Hong Kong

 China

 Japan

 S.E. Asia 

 Theme B : Conflicts and Cooperation in the 

20th Century World (F.4-5) 

 Major conflicts and the quest for peace

 the quest for cooperation and prosperity

Hong Kong

Political …

Social, Econ & Cult…

+ Relations with China

+ Roles in Pacific Rim

China

Reform & Revolution

Nanjing government

Communist rule 

Japan

Modernization

Militarism

Post-war 

development

Conflicts

World Wars

Cold War

United Nations

Israeli-Arab relations 

Racial conflicts in Balkans

Apartheid in South Africa

Cooperation 

Economic (e.g. European Union), 

Social (population & environment), Technological 

Elective topics

Elective topics



Assessment公開試評核
Written examination (100%)

 Paper 1 ([usually 4] data-based 

questions) 60%, 2 hours  
(2021, 2022: 1hr45mins, 3 Qs out of 4) 

 Paper 2 (2 essay-type questions [out 

of 7] )  40%, 1hr30mins

 No SBA (school-based assessment)

 Sample: Practice papers 
 http://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/en/HKDSE/assessment/subject_information/category_a_subjects/hkdse

_subj.html?A2&2&15_17

http://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/en/HKDSE/assessment/subject_information/category_a_subjects/hkdse_subj.html?A2&2&15_17


 NO Multiple-choice questions, fill in the 

blanks, matching, proofreading items and 

‘Fill-in-the-blanks’ ‘Circling items’ DBQs in 

senior form exams! 

 No ‘frameworks’ will be given on the 

answer sheet!!!

 A blank answer book 

will be given for writing 

for each paper. 



Elaborations / Inference

Credit: Michael Chan (5* in 2022 DSE) 



DBQ Sample: DSE 2021 Paper 1 Q3





Cannot rely on rote learning!!! 

 Questions are tricky sometimes, so you need 

to learn answering skills and practice more! 

Conclude ONE main idea from the Source

Explain the cartoon (skills required) 

Revenge or international peace?  (skills required) 

Sources? Knowledge (points you have learnt)   



Marking Scheme 



Marking Scheme 



Accurate ideas 

Clear 

presentations

Use of Sources



Reminder: A “Tick” does not equal to a mark. 





Assessment

 Paper 2: Essay-type questions  2 out of 7 

40%  1.5 hours 

 Some possible question types: 

 ‘xxxxxx.’ Do you agree? Explain your answer.

 In what ways was the year 0000 a turning point of 

xxx history? (e.g. 2021Q7) 

 Examine how the xxx caused yyy. 

 Assess the significance of xxx relative to other 

factors which brought about the yyy. 

 Discuss the roles the xxx  played in yyy. 

(e.g. 2022Q6)



Examples

 Asia (Theme A) DSE 2021 

 Europe (Theme B) DSE 2021   



Real examples (Paper 2) (2022 DSE) (excerpts!)   

 2022 DSE Q6

 (Roles) 

 C (18/25)

 5* 

 4 pages



Skills & knowledge are equally important

Facts are 

important

Credit: Michael Chan, Julie Chu (2022 DSE) 



Learning 



Learning (online mode) 

Each student writes a paragraph, and comments 

on others’ answers. 



Learning (online mode) 



Support 

 Assignments 

 Highlighted points of textbook



Studying in Universities
 經驗談：在實際修讀過程中，對歷史知識背景有
一定要求的大學學科：

 文學院：歷史、與語言相關的學系、文化研究、宗教研
究、人類學、哲學、地區研究（如中文大學日本研究、
浸會大學歐洲研究）

 社會科學院：經濟、政治、新聞傳播（傳理）、社會學

 教育學院：專修歷史或語文科系

 法律學系（以英文流暢表達及整理大量資料的技巧）

 即使就讀商學院，課程集中討論20世紀歐亞的發展，對同學
研讀商業案例和分析商業趨勢都有幫助（又例如很多商業雜
誌如The Economist[經濟學人]都會用過往市場表現作分
析…e.g. Economic Depression, Cold War, Oil Crisis, 

Question of Hong Kong, Linked Exchange Rate… ）



 From a parent: 

 歷史科會訓練佢（學生）整理資料，（用英文）歸
納推論，表達立場，有利將來讀大學。甚至讀法律
都有幫助。俾張某年代的宣傅（傳）海報，問你點
樣從海報理解當時的事件。

 p.s. 「最重要係小朋友自己鍾意」

 「每一科都需要背誦，亦需要理解。…死記係冇用。
同埋人記憶有限，考試時間亦有限，望住條論題腦
袋一片空白唔係冇可能。」

https://www.edu-kingdom.com/forum.php?mod=viewthread&tid=3013966

https://www.edu-kingdom.com/forum.php?mod=viewthread&tid=3803290&utm_source=edukingdom&utm_medium=post_bottom&utm_campaign=hottopics

https://www.edu-kingdom.com/forum.php?mod=viewthread&tid=3013966
https://www.edu-kingdom.com/forum.php?mod=viewthread&tid=3803290&utm_source=edukingdom&utm_medium=post_bottom&utm_campaign=hottopics


Exam marks

 ~90% (70+)

 ~80% (60+)

 Lower than ~70% (below 55) 



Credit: Michael Chan (2022 DSE) 





Aerodrive: info4s > hist4s


